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SUBJECT: VISIT OF STAFFDEL PARKER, MAY 13-17 
REF: MANILA 6690 

1. MRS. DOROTHY PARKER, MINORITY COUNSEL SENATE 
JUDICIARY SUB-COMMITTEE ON REFUGEES AND ESCAPEES, 

VISITED MANILA MAY 13-17 ACCOMPANIED BY HUSBAND, 

BENJAMIN PARKER. PRIMARY INTEREST WAS TO GATHER INFOR- 
MATION ON REFUGEE HANDLING/PROCESSING ON BEHALF SENATOR 
HIRAM FONG, SENIOR MINORITY MEMBER REFUGEE SUB- 
COMMITTEE. MRS. PARKER STATED INTENTION TO "BALANCE 
NEGATIVE REPORTING" OF COMMITTEE COLLEAGUE MAJORITY 
COUNSEL DALE DEHAAN, WHO VISITED MANILA AND OTHER 
CAMPS EARLIER IN MONTH IN ORDER THAT COMMITTEE NOT 
LEFT WITH IMPRESSION OF MECHANICAL/MILITARY/IMPERSONAL 
TREATMENT OF REFUGEES. SECONDARY PURPOSE OF VISIT 
WAS TO GAIN IMPRESSION OF MAJOR PROBLEMS BEING EXPERIENCED 
OR ANTICIPATED BY MISSION OFFICIALS AND REFUGEES THEMSELVES. 
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2. SUBIC BAY VISIT: MRS. PARKER SPENT MAY 15 AT GRANDE 
ISLAND REFUGEE FACILITY, SUBIC NAVAL BASE. DURING VISIT, 

SHE HELD EXTENSIVE DISCUSSIONS WITH BASE COMMANDER, REAR 
ADMIRAL DONIPHAN SHELTON, HIS STAFF AND MEMBERS OF USAID 
AND EMBASSY CONSULAR SECTIONS WORKING AT GRANDE. SHE PRO- 
NOUNCED HERSELF "TOTALLY SATISFIED AND EXTREMELY IMPRES- 
SED" WITH GRANDE ISLAND OPERATION AND IS DESIROUS OF 
PUBLICIZING IMPORTANT ROLE BASE AND MISSION VOLUNTEERS 
PLAYED IN CARE AND HANDLING OF REFUGEES. IN TALKS WITH REFUGEES, 
THEY EXPRESSED CONCERN RE TIMING OF MOVEMENT TO 

GUAM, RECEPTION THEY COULD EXPECT FROM AMERICAN 
PUBLIC, AND EDUCATION POSSIBILITIES FOR CHILDREN. SUBIC 
OFFICIALS EXPRESSED HOPE THAT RECENT CONGRESSIONAL APPROP- 
RIATION WOULD PROVIDE FUNDS FOR EXPEDITIOUS MOVEMENT 
REFUGEE POPULATION, AND UNDERSCORED DIFFICULTIES ABSENCE 
PAROLE AUTHORITY FOR VIETNAMESE PRESENTED. 

3. PRESS CONFERENCE: AFTER SUBIC VISIT AND EXTENSIVE 
CONVERSATIONS WITH AMBASSADOR. CONSULAR SECTION, USAID, 

OTHER EMBASSY MEMBERS AND CATHOLIC RELIEF DIRECTOR, 

MRS. PARKER MET WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF AP AND UPI TO 
BRIEF THEM ON IMPRESSIONS TO DATE. HER REACTIONS TO HONG 
KONG AND SUBIC REFUGEE FACILITIES AND PROCESSING ARRANGE- 
MENTS EXTREMELY POSITIVE. HOWEVER, SHE EXPRESSED CON- 
SIDERABLE CONCERN WITH SITUATION IN THAILAND. PARTICULARLY 
WITH POSSIBILITY THAT REFUGEES ALREADY THERE MIGHT BE 
SENT OFF ILL-PREPARED TO ANOTHER LOCATION (SEE REFTEL 
NOTAL). PRESS REPRESENTATIVES, PARTICULARLY KATE WEBB, UPI, 
QUESTIONED HER CLOSELY ON RATIONALE BEHIND "ABANDONING" 
REFUGEES WHO EXITED BY OTHER THAN US MEANS. MRS. PARKER 
EXPLAINED CAREFULLY US POSITION THAT THOSE INDIVIDUALS 
HAD ELECTED TO PLACE THEMSELVES UNDER CONTROL OF COUNTRY 
OTHER THAN US AND, THUS, WERE OUTSIDE AMERICAN JURISDICTION. 

MRS. PARKER WAS ALSO PRESSED HARD ON REASON FOR LOG JAM IN GUAM 
AND SUBIC. SHE EXPLAINED MONEY DIFFICULTIES AND SAID THAT 
CONGRESSIONAL APPROPRIATION SHOULD START FLOW MOVING AGAIN 

IN VERY NEAR FUTURE. MRS. PARKER DEPARTED MANILA FOR 
TAIPEI 0845 MAY 17. 

4. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE MRS. PARKER HAS TAKEN AWAY WITH 
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HER VERY POSITIVE IMPRESSION OF HANDLING OF REFUGEE PROBLEM 
THAT SHE WILL CONVEY TO SENATOR HIRAM FONG THROUGH ORAL 
AND WRITTEN REPORT AS WELL AS HUNDREDS OF PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN 
OF HER WITH REFUGEES. BECAUSE OF HER EXTENSIVE BACKGROUND 
IN REFUGEES DATING BACK TO EARLY DAYS OF WORLD WAR II, 

SHE DOES HAVE DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF PROBLEMS AND PROCEDURES 
INVOLVED. WE BFT.TF.VE SHE WILL BE HELPFUL TO DEPARTMENT 
IN GETTING REFUGEE STORY TOLD. 
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